
Assistance League 
of Diablo Valley 

Assistance League of Diablo Valley is a nonprofit, member volunteer 
organization dedicated to improving lives in our community 

through hands-on programs. 
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Welcome back and happy 2010! 

I would like to share the following letter that I received from Rose Lock, 
Assistant Superintendent, Elementary Education, Mt. Diablo Unified 
School District.  Know that what we do makes a difference.  

Dear Chris: 

Since coming into my position in August 2008, I have been 
extremely impressed by the work of Assistance League of 
Diablo Valley. It has been a real pleasure to meet some of your 
leadership at several events. 

Most notable are your Operation School Bell and Buena Vista 
Tutorial programs. Both of these programs have had far-
reaching impact on so many elementary students. Operation 
School Bell has provided numerous students with new clothing, 
including school uniforms, at the start of the school year. It is so 
heart-warming to see these students come to school in their new 
uniforms beaming with confidence. 

With federal legislative requirements of No Child Left Behind 
and now Race to the Top, our schools are focused on continuing 
to improve student performance. The Buena Vista Tutorial 
Program is a crucial component in our participating schools’ 
intervention programs, affording many of our students the extra 
reading and learning support they need to meet academic 
standards. 

On behalf of the Mt. Diablo Unified School District, I want to 
express my appreciation for the services you offer to our 
students. As a district, we value your support of our students as 
well as your contribution to our community. We are very proud of 
this partnership with Assistance League of Diablo Valley and 
grateful for the opportunity to collaborate with you to improve 
educational opportunities and lives of the children in our 
community. 

I look forward to working with you as a member of the Chapter 
Advisory Board. 

Yours truly, 
Rose Lock 
Assistant Superintendent, Elementary Education 

2009-2010 
Board of Directors 
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Many thanks to Louise Ferdun , Melinda  Kavanagh , Mary McDonald , Cheryl Powell , and Lyn Smith  and 
alternates Margie Basile  and Linda Patton  for agreeing to serve on the Nominating Committee to recommend 
a slate of nominees for the 2010 – 2011 Board. Thanks for stepping up to participate in this important task.    
 
Thanks go to Patty Foreman  and the Sock It To ‘Em Committee who surpassed their goal of $32,000 and 
have now taken in over $41,000.  What a way to start the year. You can also help our fundraising efforts by 
donating to the thrift shop all those items that you never use anymore. Just think less clutter.  
�
Reminder:  February 10 is the date for our mini meetings. Be sure to attend and let your voice be heard. Your 
thoughts and ideas are important to the success of our organization. 
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We received a long email from Thuy Nguyen who was the first Mardis Preciado Memorial Scholarship  
recipient.  Thuy will be graduating from the University of San Francisco in May.  She has already found an after 
graduation position with Visa Inc. where she will receive training in several areas within the company.   To 
learn more about her volunteer and work activities this year while in school, look for the copy of her full letter 
on the board in the CRC.  Thuy is an amazing young woman, and an example of how our scholarship program 
can make a difference in the life of a young person.   
  
The 2nd grade students were happy to see the R.E.A.D. volunteers back in their classrooms after the holiday 
break.  The January book selections were Stranger in the Woods and More Parts.  The selections for February 
are Miss Smith Reads Again, a humorous classroom based adventure; and Barack Obama: Out of Many, One.   

Below are photos taken during the filming of our video to be shown at the Lesher Speaker Series on February 
15th.  The film crew shot Operation School Bell ® in action on a school shopping day.  They filmed the 
R.E.A.D. committee reading to the students in the chapter house and filmed Kids on the Block at a school 
performance.    
 
Operation School Bell will be celebrating its 15th Anniversary on Thursday, February 11.  The Public Relations 
Committee is planning a “Media Day” with dignitaries and the news media. 
�

 
Cindi Segale and Linda Anastanio reading to students and cameras! 

 
Operation School Bell members waiting to be filmed! 
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Show on the Road 's new production is due to arrive soon � along wit h the robins!  Rehearsals will start 
Monday, March 1, at 1 p.m. at the chapter house.  Be ready to “chirp!”   

Rehearsals will be:  March 1, 4, 9 (2 p.m.), 11, 15, 18, 22, 25, 30 and April 1, 8, (all at 1 p.m. unless noted). 
Performances will be:  April 12, 13, 15, 16, 19, 20, 22, 23 (times to be announced). 

��������������������� �!���
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2010-2011 COMMITMENT SHEETS: now available in the workroom or on the web site by clicking on 
Resource Library and then Membership.  Please return your commitment sheets at the February 10 mini-
meetings or to the chapter house by that date.  Make new friends by trying something new! 

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES :  To change your classification for 2010-2011 from Voting to Nonvoting or from 
Nonvoting to Voting, please contact Vice President Membership Melinda Kavanagh  at mwkava@gmail.com 
or 254-5906.  Voting member dues are $65; Nonvoting member dues are $100. 

BOOK CLUB :  meets the first Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m. in the chapter house conference area.  We will 
be reviewing the following books:  

February 2nd  The Echo Maker  by Richard Powers  
March 2nd  Oxygen  by Carol Cassella 
 

Contact Jane Larsen  for information. 

MUNCH AND CRUNCH: Thursday, February 4, at 11:30 a.m. at the Modern China Café, 1525 North Main 
Street, Walnut Creek. The conversation topic will be “Budgets – what is a contingency budget and why might a 
non-profit organization want to adopt one?” All members are invited. RSVP to Cheryl Powell  at Cheryl@jep-
law.com or 932-6748 by Monday, February 1. 

ATTENTION BRIDGE PLAYERS :  Game Day is set for April 13. Sign up in the workroom or contact Ann 
Christofferson  at achrist@sbcglobal.net or 254-0198. 

PINS AND NEEDLES:  It’s the place to be on the first and third Wednesday of each month from 1-3 at the 
chapter house. It’s the most fun you can have sitting down and you can create something wonderful at the 
same time. Drop-ins are always welcome. Please join us on February 3 and 17. 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS:  Target sent several Community Volunteers to help with Operation School Bell® 
on January 22.  Target has participated in the program for four years, and their team leader has more 
experience with the program than any of our other Community Volunteers. 

����"����#�$�������������������
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Sock It To ‘Em  
 
Donations to Sock It To ‘Em now exceed $41,000, far above our budgeted income total.  Sincere thanks to all 
members and friends who donated this year.  The children served by Operation School Bell will benefit from 
everyone’s generosity. 
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Thrift Shop  

February Special Sale Dates 
 

 
  

  

 
February 2 nd  

Quilts & Handkerchiefs 

 
February 9-20 th 
Pioneer Days & 

Western Roundup 

 
February 23 rd 

Coach and Dooney & Burke Handbags 
And Asian Kimonos & Accessories 
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EVALUATION MINI MEETING - FEBRUARY 10, 2010 

MEMBERS!   Our annual Evaluation Mini-Meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 10, 2010. 

 
By now, you should have received your invitation and RSVP’d to your hostess or to Hazel 
James .  As in previous years, coffee will be served at 9:00.  The meeting will start at 9:30 and 
will end at 11:30, so you'll have enough time to answer 2 or 3 pivotal questions. Each 
Evaluation Mini Meeting will have a Facilitator to keep responses on track and a Scribe to 
compile all responses. 
 

What you have to say is important; everyone is welc ome! 
 

2010-2011 DUES NOTICE 

Annual dues are payable on or before March 1 and are delinquent on April 1.  Dues unpaid on April 1 will have 
a $10 delinquent charge added to the amount due. 

Please either (1) send this form and a check for your 2010-2011 dues to the chapter house, 2711 Buena Vista 
Avenue, Walnut Creek 94597, or (2) put your check in the folder for dues checks in the office at the chapter 
house.  Your check should be made out to Assistance League of Diablo Valley and include a notation that it is 
for 2010 – 2011 dues. 

Name: ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Amount enclosed:  Voting member:           $65 ________ 

   Nonvoting member:   $100 ________ 

   Sustaining member:    $95________  

If you are uncertain about your classification, please contact Corresponding Secretary Margie Basile  at 
birdieb@sbcglobal.net or 736-1946. 

If you want to change your classification for 2010 - 2011 from Voting to Nonvoting or from Nonvoting to Voting, 
please contact Vice President Membership Melinda Kavanagh  at mwkava@gmail.com or 254-5906. 
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Here is the article that appeared in January’s issue of ALIVE East Bay.  Thanks to Betty Miller  for all her work 
to make this happen! 

�
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Thank you for welcoming and supporting the members of Buena Vista Auxiliary at the January regular meeting.  
These busy moms took time to attend our meeting to both learn more about the chapter activities and to 
educate chapter members about their activities.  Kudos to Melinda Kavanagh  and the Membership Committee 
for inviting their participation. 

Members of the Auxiliary are focused and very busy organizing their main fundraiser, A Toast To Tutoring. 
Obtaining auction items is harder this year than ever, if any of you are able to support them they would truly 
appreciate it. Please contact Kelly Daggs  at kellydaggs@yahoo.com or 299-6935.  

SAVE THE DATE:  Friday, April 30 for the 2010 annual A Toast To Tutoring.   
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Karin Mendiola , a Buena Vista Auxiliary member, who 
came to shop, but put on an apron and stepped up to open 
the second register to help out with the crush of customers 
on the first day of Ski Wear. 

����
 

 

�
The chapter sends flowers to any member who has 

been hospitalized  
or who has lost a spouse or child.   

We also send cards to members who are at home 
with an illness or an injury.  

 
Do you know a chapter member who should be 

remembered?   
 

Please contact Margie Basile , Corresponding 
Secretary, at birdieb@sbcglobal.net or  

please leave a message at her home: (925) 736-1946�
 

 

�� �� �� �� ���� �� �� ���� �� �� �� 		 		 ��
��



 �� �� 

 �� �� �� �� ���� �� �� ��

 �� �� �� ���� �� �� �� �� �� ����

 �� �� �� ��
�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ������ ���� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
�� �� ���� �� �� ������ �� �� �� �� ���� �� ��

��   !! "" �� ���� ��####��

   !! "" $$�� �� ��

 ##!! %%��
��

&&   �� '' ����"" ((  �� && �� $$��  "" ��$$  ����   && '' ��##�� $$'' �� ��
 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to You! 
FEBRUARY 2010 

 

1 st Phyllis Nagle
3 rd Natalie Davis
4 th Honora Greytak
5 th Jan DeGraf
5 th Susan Inman
7 th Gwen Levine
7 th Melinda Kavanagh

10 th Terry Magnin
11 th Kathy Dean
12 th Virginia Swanberg
14 th Sue Medeiros
14 th Judi Saperstein
15 th Peggy MacDonald
15 th Eileen Johnson
15 th Carol Jagard
17 th Nancy Whalen
18 th Audrey Mantle
18 th Mary Hone
19 th Meredith Farley
20 th Joni Broderson
20 th Jo Lupsha
20 th Jean Watts
21 st Arleen Takayama
22 nd Virginia Arezone
22 nd Beverly Pearson
23 rd Ann Hatfield
24 th Jeanne Gianakos
24 th Janet Beebe
27 th Sally Moeller
27 th Mary McDonald
27 th Deborah Cohan
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Dates to Remember… 
[For the most up-to-date information, be sure to check our on-line calendar!] 
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January 13, 2010 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was preceded by a Job Fair in which all programs and 
committees were highlighted for the interests of the membership. 
 
Call to Order – President Chris Noble  called the meeting to order at 10 
a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call/Quorum – Margie Basile  – A quorum was present. 
 
Recording Secretary – Linda Mercer  – The minutes of the December 9, 
2009 meeting were approved as distributed. 
 
Guest Speaker John Cottrell , Director of Aging and Adult Services in 
Contra Costa County spoke to us about the care and financial needs of 
the aging.  He suggested we become familiar with the area Agency on 
Aging, 1-800-510-2020. 
He encourages participation from organizations such as Assistance 
League to help with finding solutions to these problem.  He challenged us 
to put “Caring and Commitment” into action and added that In-Home 
Supportive Services and Domestic Care are the areas in which volunteers 
could provide support. 
 
Chris Noble  welcomed the members of Buena Vista Auxiliary in 
attendance.  She also thanked the hospitality committee and Jackie Ellis 
for providing the morning brunch. 
 
Treasurer – Linda Patton  -  Linda reported that the total income through 
January 8, 2010 is $440,143.65 and expenses totaled $404,384.49 giving 
a net  surplus of $35,759.16. 
 
President-Elect – Pat Jenkins  – Mini Meetings on February 10th will 
begin at 9 a.m.  Pat reminded everyone to pick up their invitations.  
Because of a mix up in addresses the twenty five hostesses will call their 

guests to verify correct locations.  Pat will give the facilitators their 
information following today’s meeting. She reminded those attending the 
Lesher Speakers Event on February 15th that the reception starts at 6:30 
p.m. followed by the Assistance League video and lecture at 7:30 p.m. 
 
VP Administration Betty Bushnell  – No report. 
 
VP Philanthropic Programs – Liz Haag  – Liz encouraged us to sign up 
for new committees and take our commitment sheets seriously.  Liz read 
a letter from a scholarship recipient.  Cheryl Powell explained the purpose 
and aim of the Programs Research Committee.  She explained that an 
online survey will be sent to each member with email and asked us to go 
online and evaluate the programs in the survey.  Results will be given at 
the March meeting. 
 
VP Membership – Melinda Kavanagh  – Melinda thanked all committee 
members who came early to set up for the job fair.   
 
MOTION:  I move and the Board approves that the bylaws be amended to 
state that the slate of nominees shall be announced at the March regular 
meeting and the election of the Board shall be held at the April regular 
meeting.  Bylaws Committee to determine the exact wording. 
 
Approved 
 
The Education Committee is offering an email class on January 18th at 10 
a.m. and January 27th at 1 p.m. to be held at the CRC.  Signups are being 
taken today.  Class size is limited to 10 people.  Melinda reminded 
everyone to pick up their commitment sheets which are due back by 
February 10th.  Please put your name on each page.  Melinda thanked 
Louise Ferdun and Pat Jenkins for consolidating our commitment sheets 
and Anne Christofferson who helped compile. 
 
VP Resource Development – Chris Light  – Sock It To ‘Em to date has 
brought in over $41,000, exceeding the budget by $9000.  The Thrift 
Shop is featuring Valentine’s Day items on January 26th and a quilt and 
vintage handkerchief sale on February 2nd.  The Thrift Shop sales to date 
are up 8% over the same period in 2008.  Chris thanked Linda Mercer for 
procuring a grant from the J.M. Long Foundation for $20,000.  She also 
thanked all those who staffed the Thrift Shop through the holiday season.  
Members of Show on the Road put on a short skit to show the Do’s and 
Don’ts of Thrift Shop staffing. 
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Corresponding Secretary – Margie Basile  – Acknowledgments were 
sent for donations from: Christine and Thomas Noble, Rich and Eileen 
Johnson, Chester and Louise Ferdun, Phyllis Klein and a matching gift 
from Aetna Giving Campaign fund.  Flowers were sent to : Mary Quinn, 
Cecily Wood and Patricia Loelinger.  Margie read thank you notes from:  
Mary Quinn, Lesley Salo, Cecily Wood and Carolyn Rossi. 
 
PR/Communications – Linda Thaning  – Linda reminded the 
membership that we will be celebrating the 15th anniversary of Operation 
School Bell® on February 11th.  Media, local dignitaries, chapter advisors, 
community volunteers and many more will be invited to attend.  Linda 
mentioned the wonderful full-page article in ALIVE magazine, written by 
Betty Miller, highlighting Operation School Bell. 
 
Assisteens ® Liaison – Gail MacLeish  – Assisteens have created a pen 
pal connection with the TeleCare clients.  They are planning a See’s 
candy fundraiser.  Orders will be taken in the chapter house workroom 
and at the March regular meeting.  An email will be sent when the candy 
arrives so it can be picked up in the chapter house workroom or delivered 
if necessary. 
 
Buena Vista Auxiliary  – Shannon Kelly and Kelly Daggs spoke about 
“AToast to Tutoring” event which will be held on Friday, April 30th  at 
Roundhill Country Club.  To date, $18,000 has been raised through their 
Make Your Mark campaign.  Kelly encouraged us to come up with 
supporters and auction item ideas that we might provide and thanked us 
for our support. 
 
Unfinished Business  – None 
 
New Business   – At the Sheriff’s Ball on March 27th Assistance League 
will be the recipients of 40% of the proceeds.  The event will be at the 
Blackhawk Museum, it will start at 6 p.m. at a cost of $150 per person.  
Linda Ballard read the rules of the Election of the Nominating Committee 
and the Bylaws that pertain to Nominations and Elections.  Nominations 
were then taken from the floor for potential candidates for the Board 
2010-2011.  Joni Broderson nominated Linda Patton, Lesley Salo 
nominated Lyn Smith, Pat Gullett nominated Victoria Polivka, Joan 
Siltanen nominated Cheryl Powell, Gerry Merola nominated Mary 
McDonald and Faith Barnidge nominated Gail MacLeish.  The nominating 
committee will include:  Lyn Smith, Mary McDonald, Cheryl Powell and 
Linda Patton (alternate). 
 

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 
 
Linda Mercer 
Recording Secretary 
 
JANUARY BOARD ACTION 
 
MOTION: 
                             
The Thrift Shop committee recommends and I move that the Thrift Shop 
be closed on the following dates: 
 
November 25, 2010 
December 24, 2010 
December 25, 2010 
December 31, 2010 
January 1, 2011 
 
APPROVED 
 
 
MOTION: 
 
The Education Committee recommends and I move that the Board 
approve paying for CPR traing for Board members and OSB team 
leaders, by CPR Training Center at a cost of $37 per person, with the 
same training available to other Chapter members at their own expense.  
Finance Committee to determine the source of funds. 
 
APPROVED 
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2711 Buena Vista Avenue 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 
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